
 

 

  Meeting Minutes 
Hess Lake Improvement Board 

Organizational Meeting 
April 22, 2025 

9:30 A.M. 
Board Members Present: Bart Calvi, Dale Twing, Mark Slocum, Grant Bryan 
Board Members Absent: Lori-Tubbergen-Clark 
Also Present: Steffani Clayton, Rick Buteyn, Katherin Farwell, Nancy Calvi 
                      
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Calvi at 9:30 a.m. 
 

2. Election of Officers 
Clayton asks if there are any nominations for chair. Motion by Bryan, seconded by 
Slocum to elect Bart Calvi as Chairman. Clayton asks three times if there are any 
other nominations. There were none. Calvi asks if there are any nominations for vice 
chair. Motion by Calvi, seconded by Twing to elect Grant Bryan as Vice Chairman. 
Calvi asks if there are any nominations for secretary/treasurer. Motion by Calvi, 
seconded by Bryan to elect Dale Twing as secretary/treasurer. Calvi asks three times 
if there are any other nominations. There were none. All ayes, motion carried. 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Twing, seconded by Slocum to approve the agenda with the following 
Amendments: New Business- Walnut Road tree clearing, alum treatment on Kimball, 
and Biochar. All ayes, motion carried. 

 
4. Approval of 9/17/2024 Meeting Minutes 

Motion by Twing, seconded by Calvi to approve the meeting minutes of the 
9/17/2024 meeting. All ayes, motion carried. 

 
5. Public Comment 2 minutes 

None 
 

6. Treasurers Report 
Motion by Calvi, seconded by Slocum to approve the financial report. All ayes, 
motion carried. 

 
7. Old Business: 

a. Carp Solutions: Calvi states that we are done with Carp Solutions. Bryan asks 
if Fremont Lake is utilizing Carp Solutions. Twing to find out. Remove Carp 
Solutions from the agenda moving forward.  

b. Catfish- raise the limit from 10: Calvi reached out to the DNR and was told 
that the limit will not change, but that catfish can continue to be caught.  

c. Bluegill stocking: Calvi explains that we can get 10,000 Bluegill at $2 per fish 
totaling $20,000. Short discussion on stocking fish other than Bluegill. Topic 
is tabled until the next meeting. Buteyn to look into the best options to combat 
the catfish population.  



 

 

d. Hess/Brooks barrier: Twing met with DNR and EGLE at the channel site and 
it was determined that a barrier is not a good idea. A small barrier would catch 
debris and a larger barrier would allow fish to swim through.  

e. Shoreline restoration: Twing explains other lake boards are providing a cost 
share to the landowners to install, fix, or revamp their seawalls in a more 
environmentally friendly way. Calvi will mention this at the association 
meeting. Twing also mentions the Healthy Lakes Forum is scheduled on May 
20, 2025, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Twing suggests that the board look into 
septic companies for deals on group pumping rates.  

f. Plant control- survey & trend: Buteyn states the first survey will be May 21st. 
Buteyn suggests a new way of adding plants to the lake with a pvc pipe unit. 
Buteyn will gather information for and present to the board. He also states that 
a data trend will be included in the annual report.  
 

8. New Business:  
a. Progressive updates: Buteyn adds a contract to the packet. Motion by Twing, 

seconded by Slocum to accept and sign the contract which costs $31,000. All 
ayes, motion carried. Twing suggests testing well water for nitrates.  

b. Savin EGLE permit: Calvi states the permit was obtained and paid for. 
c. Walnut road tree clearing: Per Calvi, Grant school owns the property that is 

being clearcut, it is messy and looks awful. Clayton obtains the Soil Erosion 
permit for Grant Public Schools which states they are putting in a pavilion.  

d. Alum treatment on Kimball: Buteyn states that the treatment was done in 
September of last year. Kimball had high levels of phosphorus. Buteyn 
explains we need another year of data to determine the success of the 
treatment.  

e. Biochar: Calvi received an email from a Biochar representative. Calvi asks 
Buteyn for any data he has regarding Biochar for next meeting. 
 

9. Correspondence/Bills 
Motion by Calvi, seconded by Slocum to pay routine bills. All ayes, motion carried.  
 

10. Miscellaneous 
None 
 

11. Public Comment 2 Minutes 
Nancy Calvi asks what plants she should plant along her shoreline. Buteyn suggests 
reaching out to the Newaygo County Conservation District as they are the best source 
of information for that.   

 
12. Adjournment 

Motion by Calvi, seconded by Slocum to adjourn the meeting at 10:57 a.m. All ayes, 
motion carried.   


