
Minutes
Hess Lake Improvement Board
July 11, 2023
6:00 P.M.
Board Members Present: Bart Calvi, Dale Twing, Ken DeLaat, Mark Slocum, Grant Bryan
Board Members Absent: None
Also Present: Tony Groves, Progressive AE, Steffani Clayton, Drain Secretary, Residents         

The board proceeds with the regular scheduled Lake Board Meeting after Public Hearing: 

5a. Muskegon Water Shed Assembly- Wheeler and Alger Drain projects: Groves comments that both projects are beneficial, and we will have more information soon. Calvi asks for a timeline. Groves states that we are waiting for EGLE approval, there is no definite timeline. 
5b. Shoreline Restoration (MSU Extension): Bryan comments that we have not heard from Erick Elgin. Seawalls on Hess Lake are a huge problem as 80% of the lake is hard seawall. DNR and MSU extension proposes putting trees down into the shoreline of the lake, this creates a habitat for wildlife. Twing mentions he called Elgin today and he did not answer, but Twing will see him Monday. 
5c. Bluegill Stocking (Hess Lake Improvement Association) and Future Stocking: HLIA approved 1000 bluegill to be stocked. Bluegills eat carp eggs. The board tabled the discussion until the September meeting to determine quantity. Calvi states we do not know the amount we will stock yet. Twing states Mark Tonello, DNR, may have some good advice. Groves mentions looking into a predator fish. 
5d. Lake Board Website Status and Facebook Page: Groves states that the website is being constructed and a draft will be sent out before the website goes live. Website is hesslakeimprovementboard.org Mary will run the facebook page for Hess Lake Board and the board will hold off on a new facebook page for now. Clayton also mentions that the County website has information regarding Hess Lake as well as the Newaygo County Drain Commissioner facebook page. 
5f. Alum Treatment: Calvi states that we have a permit for alum treatments if we did decide to use alum treatments on the lake. 
5g. Carp Removal- Carp Solutions LLC: Groves states that he will touch base with Carp Solutions after this meeting to streamline a proposal. 
5h. DNR: Groves states that we will keep reaching out. Twing states he is working with Mark Tonello to get information on the rules for dredging. 

Motion by Calvi, seconded by Bryan to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 P.M. All ayes, motion carried. 


____________________________


Dale E. Twing, Secretary

