
Minutes
Hess Lake Improvement Board
September 13, 2022
9:30 A.M.
Board Members Present: Bart Calvi, Dale Twing, Ken DeLaat, Mark Slocum, Grant Bryan
Board Members Absent: None
Also Present: Rick Buteyn, Katherine Farwell, Steffani Clayton, Jerry Reynolds, Tony Groves, Nancy Calvi, Frank Janusz, Russ, Andrejczak      

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Twing.
2. Approval of Agenda:  
Motion by DeLaat, seconded by Slocum to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion
                 carried.

3. Approval of Minutes 7/12/2022 Meeting
                 Motion by Slocum, seconded by Bryan to approve the minutes of the 7/12/2022 
                 meeting. All ayes. Motion carried.
4. Public Comment: (2 minutes)   
None
5. Financial Report:
                 Motion by Slocum, seconded by DeLaat to approve the financial report as 
                 Submitted. All ayes. Motion carried.
6. Old Business:

a. Rick comments on milfoil. We are still seeing a milfoil in a few locations along with kara and coon tail. No plant control treatments were done this year. We will continue to monitor for next year. Bart asks about stocking fish. Tony says lets take care of the carp before we stock for fish. 

b. One hundred and thirty carp were tagged, forty-four were pulled out. Three nets baited with crack corn. They are attempting to feed the carp longer for better results. Grant offered for anyone to come along. Estimated twenty-nine thousand carp in the lake. Tony states if we are not successful in this attempt to remove carp, then we need to rethink our methods. 
c. Bart states we did another analysis of Wheeler Drain, Streamside has given us another report. (Attached in the packet) Rice Lake was drained to create what is not the muck fields. Wheeler drain is not stable due to sandy soil and there are no logical alternatives. There is a grant that will target specific locations to alleviate the issues. Bart asks for the potential approval date on the grant. Dale states there is no update. 

d. Grant states there are no updates on shoreline protection except that he spoke with Corey Nelson to see if he can help with funding. Also, Grant reached out to Erick Elgin with no response. Dale tried calling him in the meeting, no answer, Dale left a message. 
e. Bart spoke on the harmful algae bloom. They tried touching base with everyone via facebook to spread the information. The federal government has a buoy in the lake collecting data for an ongoing study. They have found that the toxicity is located right in the middle of the bloom. Even one hundred feet away is okay to swim. Latest field test showed negative for the toxic algae. 

7. New Business: 
a. Tony states we are currently assessing just over fifty thousand. Dale stated we shouldn’t change assessments too much to avoid upsetting landowners. Bart & Grant agree we should keep it the same. Motion by Bart, seconded by Slocum to keep assessments the same. 

b. Motion by Slocum, seconded by DeLaat to set meeting dates May 9 at 9:30 a.m. at the Drain Office, July 11 at 6 p.m. at the Brooks Township Hall, and September 12 at 9:30 a.m. at the Drain Office. Bart wants to discuss lake ecology in the summer.
c. Dale speaks on diver assisted suction for removing weeds at the root. The cost for dredging $20-$30 per cubic yard. To do 10% of the lake at 5 ft depth, per resident, would increase $5000 in taxes for 5 years. Dale states that Savin bought a company that does it and can ask them to come and discuss benefits and costs. It is cost prohibitive and permits from EGLE are hard to obtain. 
d. Bart explains we obtained a permit for the alum treatment. So far, we are gathering costs and weighing options. We need to solve the carp problem first. 
e. Bart wants to know if healthy plants will grow as a result of the carp removal. Tony explains based on the information gathered in the past, it is possible. 

f. Tony explains we can set up monitoring locations and do sampling to get data for pollutants. 

8. Correspondence/Bills
Dale requests to pay the routine bills. 
9. Public Comment (2 minutes)
Katherine mentions helping a company out of Fremont, Simon Cronk, to put devices in Wheeler Drain to monitor temperatures. The board asked that the data be passed along to them.
10. Miscellaneous
Bart asked Dale about his email to the fisheries. Twing states he has not heard back. Twing states that Brooks Lake Board is interested in a joint meeting due to being connected and having similar issues. They will look into for winter.
11. Adjournment
                 Motion by Calvi, seconded by Slocum to adjourn the meeting. All ayes. Motion 
                 carried.

                 Meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m.


____________________________


Dale E. Twing, Secretary

