Meeting Minutes
Hess Lake Improvement Board
Regular Meeting
July 23, 2024
6:00 P.M.

Board Members Present: Bart Calvi, Dale Twing, Ken DeLaat, Mark Slocum, Grant Bryan
Board Members Absent: None
Also Present: Tony Groves, Rick Buteyn, Steffani Clayton, Lake Residents

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:50 P.M. by Calvi. Introduction of everyone
sitting around the table.

2. Approval of Agenda
Motion by Twing, seconded by Bryan to approve the agenda. All ayes, motion carried.

3. Approval of 5/7/2024 Meeting Minutes
Motion by DeLaat, seconded by Twing to approve meeting minutes for 5/7/2024 with
two corrections from Tony Groves. All ayes, motion carried.

4. Public Comment
Katherine Farwell states people are getting nibbled in the water and asks what it could
be. The board thinks it may be Bluegill defending nests.

5. Financial Report
Motion by Calvi, seconded by Slocum to approve the financial report. All ayes,
motion carried.

6. Old Business:

a. Bluegill stocking- Calvi states that 8,500 Bluegill were stocked in Hess Lake.
Discussion amongst the board on stocking another 10,000 bluegill for $17,000
and whether it should take place in spring or fall. Motion by Twing, seconded
by Delaat to give authority to the board chair to coordinate and make stocking
decision. All ayes, motion carried. Groves explains that Bluegill eat carp eggs
so stocking more seems sensible. Paul Dennis asks if they will use hybrid
Bluegill again and another resident asks how fast the Bluegill grow. Groves
answers that they will stock the same kind of Bluegill and that growth rate
does seem a bit slower in Hess Lake. Bryan asks if there will be an affect on
the budget and Calvi states there will not. Katherine Farwell asks about the
barrier in the channel between Hess and Brooks. Groves answers they are still
looking at feasibility.

b. Carp Solutions- Groves states there are four nets auto baiting and they trip the
nets remotely. The first carp pull only captured about 400 carp. There are a lot
of catfish in the nets, so the board is asking the DNR to amend the permit to
include catfish as they are problematic as well. There will be two more pulls,
July 30 and August 13. After seeing the results, the board will determine if
they are moving forward with Carp Solutions. Katherine Farwell asks what is
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next if they do not move forward with Carp Solutions. Groves explains that
the board will continue to use the box method and they still have 20 carp with
transponders for tracking. The board may use contractors for the Seining
Method which involves pushing the carp to shore and drawing them out by
hand.

c. Plant control- Buteyn explains they have executed three aquatic plant surveys
this year. There was 15 acres of milfoil which they treated. Buteyn does not
believe any further treatments for Milfoil will be needed this year.

New Business:

a. Algae bloom- Groves explains there have been two algae blooms, one which
cause the Health Department to place a “no swimming” sign. The health
department has been supplied with test strips for harmful algae to avoid
sending samples to the state. Twing states you can still swim in the lake, just
avoid the algae or “sludge” areas.

b. Assessment amount- The board will decide in the next meeting.

c. Wheeler Drain tour follow up- Calvi states that he and Bryan toured Wheeler
Drain with Dale Twing and his maintenance crew. He states that he thought it
would be mostly agriculture, but in fact it is mostly wooded. He also mentions
that in some areas, the stream gets rather small. Both board members agreed
the tour was eye opening.

Correspondence/Bills
None

Public Comment (2 minutes)
None

Miscellaneous

Twing explains one reason he decided to run for Drain Commissioner again is
because he has a few ongoing projects with the Fremont Area Community Foundation
for watershed management and incentivizing farmers to filter runoff. The Foundation
has a tentative $50,000 grant for a farmer on Ryerson Lake to install structures to
filter water runoff and partial funding for a watershed management position. Calvi
mentions the website and provides the web address.

Adjournment
Motion by Twing, seconded by Calvi to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 P.M. All ayes,

motion carried.



