
  Minutes (Organizational Meeting)
Hess Lake Improvement Board
May 10, 2022
9:30 A.M.

Board Members Present: Bart Calvi, Dale Twing, Ken DeLaat, Mark Slocum, Grant Bryan
Board Members Absent: None
Also Present: Steffani Clayton- Drain Secretary, Tony Groves-Progressive AE, Katherin Farwell, Jerry Swendrowski. Russell Audresczak, Rick Buteyn, Nancy Calvi         

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:29 a.m. by Clayton.
2. Election of Officers

Motion by Twing, seconded by Slocum to keep officers the same; Bart Calvi as Chairman, Grant Bryan as Vice Chairman, and Dale Twing as Secretary/Treasurer. Clayton asked if there were any other nominations, no response. Clayton asked a second and third time with no response. All ayes. Motion carried.
3. Approval of Agenda:  
Motion by DeLaat, seconded by Calvi to approve the agenda. All ayes. Motion
                 carried.

4. Approval of Minutes 12/12/2021 Meeting
                 Motion by DeLaat, seconded by Slocum to approve the minutes of the 12/12/2021 
                 meeting. All ayes. Motion Carried.
5. Public Comment: (2 minutes)   
Russell Andrejczak states he used to have lots of cattails, and they have since disappeared. He thinks they help stabilize the shoreline & wonders if they are a protected plant. Buteyn states that cattails are not protected & can be treated. Groves states that cattails typically bounce back after being treated. Farwell states residents along the lake are causing a disturbance to wildlife. Dale states that DEQ should handle that matter, but that EGLE can’t always resolve the issue. 
6. Financial Report:
                 Motion by Calvi, seconded by Grant to approve the Financial Report as 
                 Submitted and to pay all routine bills. All ayes. Motion carried.
7. Old Business:

Calvi discussed DNR fisheries targeting carp to help clear up the lake. There is a report compiled to initiate project, but they have not yet received a response. Buteyn will keep us posted. He also indicated that applying and waiting for grants can be just as difficult as paying out of budget. Twing agrees & states that grants tend to make the project more expensive. Grant stated they are trying to get Erick Elgin to perform at the Hess Lake improvement board. 
8. New Business: 
Rule 97- Buteyn spoke on treatment plans and permitting for it. Permit is issued already. Buteyn states they are doing a carp study then a pilot trapping study to determine the best method of capture. We will have to get signoffs from landowners to access the lake in front of their house for the carp study. Transponders will be placed on fish to assess the carp population. 
Motion by Calvi to accept carp study proposal, seconded by Slocum. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Motion by DeLaat to accept trapping proposal for carp, seconded by Twing. All ayes. Motion carried. 

Buteyn discussed Streamside proposal for Wheeler Drain to find inconsistencies that may be affecting the lake. Twing added he does not think a ton of sediment is getting into the lake through the drain, he thinks the sediment is washing in from the wooded and ag areas. He will be willing to put in plants to slow the flow into the lake & contain some sediment. 

Motion by Calvi to approve the proposal for the study on Wheeler Drain, seconded by DeLaat. All ayes. Motion carried.

9. Correspondence/Bills
Twing states we have corrected everything with the taxes on lake parcels. 
10. Public Comment (2 minutes)
Farwell thanked Tony Groves for his hard work. Twing added that all of the lake boards have similar issues and he sees that everyone is working hard together toward the goal of a healthier lake. 
11. Miscellaneous
None 
12. Adjournment
                 Motion by Slocum, seconded by Twing to adjourn the meeting. All ayes. Motion 
                 carried.

                 Meeting adjourned at 10:52 a.m.


____________________________


Dale E. Twing, Secretary

