
 

 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Hess Lake Improvement Board 
Regular Meeting 

September 17, 2024 
9:30 A.M. 

 
 
Board Members Present: Bart Calvi, Dale Twing, Ken DeLaat, Mark Slocum, Grant Bryan 
Board Members Absent: None 
Also Present: Tony Groves, Paul Hausler, Steffani Clayton, Lake Residents          
                    

1. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 A.M. by Calvi.  
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
Motion by DeLaat, seconded by Twing to approve the agenda with the addition of 
Brooks Lake Board putting Biochar in the channel and the Wheeler Dain Project. All 
ayes, motion carried. 

 
3. Approval of 7/23/2024 Meeting Minutes 

Motion by DeLaat, seconded by Bryan to approve meeting minutes for 7/23/2024. All 
ayes, motion carried. 

 
4. Public Comment  

Calvi explains how public comment works. 
 

5. Financial Report 
Motion by DeLaat, seconded by Slocum to approve the financial report. All ayes, 
motion carried. 

 
6. Old Business: 

a. Carp Solutions update- Groves informs the board that Carp Solutions refined 
their carp estimate and concluded that the amount in the lake is under the 
problematic threshold. He states that carp reproduction in the lake is not great, 
and population should not increase. A member of the public asks the board to 
talk to the DNR about lifting the catfish limit of 10. Calvi will look into this. 
Continued conversation between the board and the public regarding carp 
solutions and the future health of the lake. Mary Spicer to encourage people 
not to throw catfish back in the lake.  

b. Bluegill stocking/fish stocking- Calvi inquired about stocking in spring or fall 
and the board agrees it doesn’t matter. Short discussion between the public 
and the board about stocking other kinds of fish and native plants. Twing 
suggests perch. Groves suggests the board table stocking until the board has a 
report for more information and revisit in spring.  

c. Harmful algae bloom- Twing explains it is not harmful to humans unless they 
come in direct contact with it.  

d. Biochar update- Kent Cole gives an update on Biochar. 



 

 

e. Barrier between Hess & Brooks- Groves says there should be no need for a 
barrier if there is already a fish problem in Hess. The board disagrees. Groves 
to pursue a physical barrier for the channel.  

f. Seining for spring- Groves says it makes no sense unless it is for catfish.  
g. Consumers Energy conceptual stream mitigation plan update- Twing gives an 

update on the process of an agreement with Consumers and states they are not 
using Wheeler Drain.  

h. Shoreline restoration- Bryan spoke with Erick Elgin and the biggest problem 
on the lake is seawalls. A suggestion of using a log at a 45-degree angle off 
the seawall and plant native plants. Bryan volunteered to test the theory. 
Twing explains there are two spots left sponsored by the foundation for the 
Lakes Conference.  

i. Plant control survey update- Hausler goes over the document he has added to 
the meeting packet. Calvi asks for a trend to be added to the report. Hausler 
says they will add for next time.  

j. Water sampling schedule- Addressed above within the document added by 
Progressive.  
 

7. New Business:  
a. Assessment amount- Motion by Bryan, seconded by Slocum to keep 

assessment amounts the same as last year.  
b. 2025 Meeting dates- Motion by Twing, seconded by DeLaat to approve the 

following meeting dates: May 6, July 22, and Sept 23 at 9:30 am. All ayes, 
motion carried.  

c. Review of past and future practices- Calvi wants Groves to put together a 
summary of the history for Hess Lake Board. What types of treatments they 
have tried and what has worked/not worked to help the board move forward. 

d. Biochar in the channel- Calvi explains Brooks Lake would like to install 
Biochar bags in the channel between Hess and Brooks. Twing explains there 
is no data for the Biochar. The landowners have been asked and are willing to 
allow the Biochar bags to be placed on their property.  
 

8. Correspondence/Bills 
Calvi states there shouldn’t be any additional bills that we are unaware of.  
 

9. Public Comment (2 minutes) 
Katherine Farwell thanks the board for their hard work. Jerry Swendrowski asks 
about the sediment basin. Twing explains that our maintenance crew is capable of 
performing the bottom cleanout for the basin now and we no longer have to hire 
others.  
 

10. Miscellaneous 
None 

 
11. Adjournment 

Motion by Calvi, seconded by Slocum to adjourn the meeting at 11:33 A.M. All ayes, 
motion carried.   

 


